Message from the Superintendent

Welcome to our school! We look forward to colladtimg with you to create a personalized learning
environment for your child. The 2008-2009 schosdiyis Eleanor Roosevelt Community Learning
Center’s eighth year of operation. The schooluradergone tremendous changes in the years since it
opened its doors. To those of you who are neweasthool, here is a recap of how we have gotten to
where we are now.

Eleanor Roosevelt charter school began as a drééive asnoms who were home schooling their own
children on their own. These five women got togeth my living room and brainstormed ideas for our
dream school. After much hard work, the Tulare @@pffice of Education granted a charter to the
founders in May 2001. The charter school openesligust of 2001 for students in grades K-8 in an
old jewelry store in downtown Exeter. The schoolved to its present site in 2002 and opened a small
satellite campus in Porterville in 2006. In adufitito the expansion of the physical facilities, skbool

has also faced tremendous growth in the numbeudests it served. The school began with 21
students and ended its first year with 50 studente following year the school enrolled 100 studen
The charter was amended in 2002 to add grades 9ii2.past year we served 275 students in grades
K-12 and graduated our second class of seniors.

This incredible rate of growth has been a greall@hge to the school’s staff. In the seven yearses
the school’s inception, the climate in the educaiommunity has changed to one of standards and
accountability. The reality is that Eleanor Roaseis a public school that is funded with publiomey.
The founders of Eleanor Roosevelt charter werecagelil homeschooling parents who very much
understood the desire of parents to make decisibast their child’s education. This philosophy has
changed within our school. But because we arebigqescchool funded with public money, this
philosophy has had to be balanced with the manddtid® California Department of Education.

Enrollment in Eleanor Roosevelt's educational pangiis voluntary; no parent is forced to join a tdar
school in order to legally homeschool in Californiand the Supreme Court has upheld this right- no
parent should be forced to send their child tolalipschool. But if a parent does voluntarily dhro
their child in a public school program they areoagreeing that they will cooperate with the sctsool
requirements. In order to receive public moneyaneerequired to follow the state grade level stagla
participate in the STAR and CAHSEE testing prograamsl show that the students enrolled in our
school are scoring as well or better than studeritse surrounding school districts.

In the years that Eleanor Roosevelt has been irabpe our test scores have dropped and dropped
again until we are now rated a “1” on a scale aDlwith “1” being the lowest rating. This has reqd
that we make certain changes within our schoahsare that all students are learning. We undeiistan
that not all parents are happy with the changesghier, if we do not institute these changes theee i
very real possibility that when our charter compdar renewal in 2010 it will not be renewed. We
would rather ask parents to give up some freed@m th lose our school altogethdrhe continued
existence of the school requires everyone’s coopé&am.

Enrollment

Enroliment in Eleanor Roosevelt Community Learn@&nter isstrictly voluntary . Youcannotbe
assigned to this school. Both the parent and stugign a semester-by-semester enrollment agreement
that shows their voluntary enrollment and statesrigihts and responsibilities of the student, piaramd

the charter teacher, hereafter called the “Edusa@ioordinator”. We want to emphasize that althoaigh



parent is usually the primary teacher in most hammesling situations, another responsible adulthmn
responsible for instruction. It's important toltgbur Education Coordinator if another adult isiyo
child’s primary teacher so that person can be weain planning the child’s instruction.

Another option used by some of our parents is tesaohing or cooperative teaching. This involves th
combined efforts of two or more families. Sometintieey come together for one or two subject areas
alternating locations once each week or every otlegk. Sometimes each parent covers a different
subject area and the students go to different hawmesr three days each week. Sometimes paredts an
students work together in one home. If you aregod use cooperative teaching, let us know.

Meetings with Your Education Coordinator

You are required to come to your scheduled Prodviesting. Because of the number of families we
serve we must adhere to a strict schedule. YowaundEducation Coordinator will agree upon a day
and time for the Progress Meetinly.is very important that you do not miss a schedled meeting.
Please call the school if you need to reschedul&he school’s policy on missed meetings is as
follows:

“Parents will honor the appointment time with theducation Coordinator

by arriving on time and with the appropriate matistiIf an emergency

arises and the parent is unable to attend the ngggtarents are to

call at least an hour in advance of the meeting tioreschedule the

appointment. Parents who arrive more than 10 ménlate for their

appointment or have inadequate time available ty caut a full

meeting risk having their appointment rescheduléeketings in which

the parent does not submit an adequate amouniadrst work will be

rescheduled. Parents are allowed no more than {Byeescheduled appointments per semester.
Parents who exceed the maximum number of reschetcdetings will be referred to
the Superintendent to evaluate the student's agedienrollment in the charter school.”

Progress Meeting Checklist
Please bring the following to your scheduled Prsgjtdeeting:
* The completed and signed Attendance Sheet.
» All work completed by your child during this Progress Meeting period. All
work samples should include the child’s name, e the work was completed,

evidence that the work was corrected and evaluatéde parent/teacher.

» Supplemental instruction log This could include a record of field trips, vide
computer instruction time, conversations aboutentrevents, etc.

» Plans for the following progress period.



Portfolios

In addition to the above requirements, we are reguthat parents submit four samples of student’s
work. This is valuable documentation for our sdreoal an additional way to show that our studergs a
learning.

Each Portfolio will include:
»  Any benchmark assessments completed during thekgbar
»  Four reflection packets:
Each packet should include
* 1 piece of student work (can be written, art, cotapdisk, picture, etc)
* 1 student reflection
1 parent reflection

K-8
Each of the core subjects (Language Arts, Mathesafcience, Social Studies) must be
covered in a reflection. However, the student pauednt together may choose in which order
each subject will be addressed .

9-12

Each of the core subjects (Language Arts, Mathasafcience, and Social Studies) must be
covered in a reflection. However, if a High Schstident is not taking a particular core subject
during the current school year (i.e. math) the etisnay work with the Education Coordinator
to choose an alternative subject to cover in hisféiection packet.

Portfolio submission due datesOctober 10, 2008, December 19, 2008, March 13,
2009, May 22, 20009.

Legal Requirements
These are the legalities that we must require:

1. The Education Coordinator, parent and student sigata written agreementwhen the student is
initially enrolled and at the beginning of each sster.

2. The parent and student must meet with their Edoic&@ioordinatoat leastonce every four weeks
More frequent meetings or mandatory class atteredaray be required.

3. The State of California mandates that students éfigarten should receive 15 hours of instruction
weekly (3 hours daily); students in grades 1 thito8ghould receive a minimum of 24 hours per
week (4 hours daily) and grades 9 through 12 shiaddive a minimum of 35 hours per week for at
least 175 days per school year.

4. Parents must bring all completed work to the pregiraeeting. The Education Coordinator will take
samples from each of the curriculum areas to platiee student’s work folder.

5. The parent must notifthe ERCLC or the Education Coordinator prior to the meetingtime (as
much notice as possible) if they are unable to nlakescheduled meeting.



6. The parent must sign to verify minimum daily attende on the monthly attendance sh@dtis
sheet must be returned to ERCLC when you meet witliour Education Coordinator.

7. The parent is responsible for all material cheatketdof ERCLC. Lost and damaged materials must
be reimbursed.

8. The parent must return materials checked out fronncktional Resource Services in a timely
manner.

9. Students must participate in annual standardizsthte

10. Families who leave ERCLC prior to the end of thieast year must schedule and participate in an
exit meetingbefore withdrawing from the schoohll books, materials, and equipment must be
returned to ERCLC at that time or they will bereferred to Collections.

Parent Concerns

We want to hear from you. The staff tries verydh@r create an environment that meets the need of a
very diverse group of people. We have familiesun school that range from liberal to conservatind
from devout Christians to fervent atheists. kssdifficult a task to try to create an atmosplvenere

we can come together to create a unique learnimigogrment for all of our children. It is imposs#aio
please everyone all of the time. What we would ti&x ask of you is that if you have a concern yloat
come and talk to a staff member. Bringing youraswns directly to Anna and Klara will get you the
fastest action but we recognize that this may veays feel comfortable. We would like to request,
however, that you not stop and confront us in thié Hf you can, make an appointment to discusg yo
concern. At the least, ask for some time to disgusir concern. This will prevent the administrato
from feeling like moving targets and will also irese the likelihood that your concern will recdive
consideration it deserves. If you do not feel §f@at can bring your concern to Anna or Klara, talkhw
your Education Coordinator. We are all human areditably we will make mistakes. This is
especially true when trying to please a diverseigmaf people. It is always more comfortable tobin
people who are like-minded. At the same time, muatsonal growth can occur when one is open to
hearing an opposing point of view. The action thd¢ast likely to result in a positive outcomeas
take your concern to other parents and for a gtowgonfront a staff member in a way that creates
defensiveness. It is one thing to get perspectivan issue by discussing it with another paréns
damaging to our school culture, however, when garailow a concern to fester and grow rather than
bringing it out for discussion with staff. Sometisthe disagreement is a lack of perspective opdhe
of the parent or on the part of the staff. Healttlgtionships form when we foster open communicati
and respect for each other. Remember, this set@®hot created to make money or to control people.
It was formed out of a desire to create a schalsbpports and nourishes all of us. May we atkwo
toward that end.

Board Meetings

One of the best ways to stay informed is to atthedneetings of our school board. The board of
directors consists of seven members: three comgnomeimbers, three parents, and a member selected
by the Tulare County Office of Education (currerdlparent). Meetings are held at the school on the
second Tuesday of the month, usually beginningQfi. 3An agenda is posted at the school and on our
web site 72 hours prior to the board meeting. €hmeetings are open to the public and there is an
opportunity to address the board at the beginnfrepoh board meeting.



Safety

There has been some confusion in the past with $amidies about how much freedom they have when
they come onto the school campus. Because El€&asevelt charter is part of the public school
system, is a different environment that just hayamgilies get together at someone’s house or at the
park. When you bring your child onto the schoahpas, you must abide by the rules set down by the
school. This may mean that a staff member migetvene and redirect your child if they are doing
something inappropriate. For some homeschoolingliigs, it may feel uncomfortable to have another
adult speak to their child when they are with théie will make every effort to be respectful of yasi
the parent but the bottom line is that becausere@ @ublic school there just isn’t the same freeds
there is in your home. For example, we have aedeeas of the school grounds that are “off limits”
This is partly for supervision purposes and pdrdgause there are still areas of the school grounds
which have not been cleared of hazards.

We also want to remind all parents that, we malaxyegffort to make our school a safe environmeat, d
not assume that nothing can happen to your cl8lgpervision has been a big problem. We have
students on campus ranging in age from 0-18 asasgarents and other adults. This is a unique
situation. There are myriad benefits to havinddrkn interact with people of all ages. At the sam
time, it can also make them vulnerableherefore, your children must be supervised by anault at

all times when they are on the school grounds. Thincludes times when you are meeting with
your Education Coordinator. We understand that it might be difficult for yourteeet and supervise
your children, especially families with many chédr Many of our Ed Coordinators are willing to rinee
at the tables by the play structure or in the Rdrennge. Another possibility is to bring anotlaeiult
with you to campus. Please work with us on tAike last thing any of us want is to make the front
page of the Times-Delta newspaper under the heatlinsupervised Child at Charter School Injured”

Accountability

One area that is different from homeschooling o@®pwn is in the area of accountability for leaqi
Giving parents and their children freedom to leartheir own way has been especially difficult s t
climate of our society has moved to an “accounitgbinodel. When the California legislature passed
the Charter Schools Act in 1992, the intent waallmv schools to open that would be freed from the
restrictions of the Education Code. The idea wasncourage schools to use innovative

educational models to improve learning and teachibger the years, charter schools have come under
increasing regulation. The challenge that consrfoe Eleanor Roosevelt is to operate as a public
school receiving public money and, at the same,tpreserve the innovative program that allows
parents to tailor the instruction program to meetihdividual needs of the child and his/her famify
further challenge is to preserve parental freeddntevstriving to structure a program that promotes
academic excellence. The school’s founders craftedollowing vision statement which continues to
serve as the cornerstone of the charter schoollssuphy:

“Eleanor Roosevelt Community Learning Center is dedtated to supporting and
empowering parents and students to take an activeole in designing and
implementing an educational program that ignites gpassion for learning and
stimulates the intellectual, emotional and physicahealth of the child.”

In practice, this means that the charter schoa&rdb and staff respect the individual preferend¢esaoh
family while providing an overall structure for tesehool program. There are two main points to this
statement:

« active engagement of the parents and studants,



« apassion for learning

Let's examine each of these in turn. The undeglglement that determines academic excellenceis th
active engagement of the parents and studentsplyshmaving a child out of school at home is not
homeschooling. A homeschooling parent that isusy bhat they regularly leave their child to erdart
his/her self in front of the T.V. or computer onséim/her off to complete school assignments @rth
own does not create a quality environment for thilelc Personal interaction is the key to any
successful learning environment. This is true Wwhethe parent is working through a textbook with
their child, working together in the garden, or aged in a meaningful conversation. This is alge tr
whether the child is at home with a parent orrgitin a traditional classroom. Homeschooling dgfe
from independent study programs in this respetctanl independent study program students are given
their assignments by a teacher once a week argkat®ff on their own to complete them. In a
homeschooling program, parents take an “active.role

The second part of the vision statement involveggtbal of creating “a passion for learning”. Wenwa
to challenge you to think about “school” in a wagt you may not have thought of it before. What
images does the word “school” bring up for you most of us, “school” conjures up images of rows
of desks with a teacher up in front of the classuieng. Or perhaps its workbook pages or recess.o
Let those images fall away. Your new school isvloeld. There are no bells, no walls, no limits.

For some of you this may seem very exciting. Amdothers it may seem very frightening. All of a
sudden your child is being given back to you and get to make up the rules. We all have different
comfort levels. Consider how this idea of “the {dds my school” feels to you. If the traditionadoks
and materials feel comforting to you, by all meass them. Just remember that there is also thiel wor
outside your door...!

Einstein said, “Imagination is more important thaowledge.” Please do not think that simply gettin
all the way through a textbook and filling in dietblanks is a good education. Sometimes puttieg t
book down and spending some time in the “real” dgdn give a young person better learning
experiences than any textbook can. And the youtlgechild, the more important those experiences
are. The following pages contain a story thatwiéisin a little of what sparks some of those passar
learning moments. Hopefully you will find the sklartoo as you read through it.

Grade Level Standards and What Do | Teach?

Now that you are all inspired, let’s discuss theABE LEVEL STANDARDS. How does one look at
the list of grade level standards and consider twoignite a “passion for learning”? Here is whdre
real work begins.

The State of California Department of Education idastified specific knowledge and skills that they
believe that each student should learn in eachogfesghool. It is these Standards on which stuslarg
testing during the STAR testing period each spring.

Beginning in the 2007-08 school year, each Edusafioordinator has been assigned specific areas of
responsibility. Each of the single subject EC’saisponsible for their subject area e.g., matlensa,
history or language arts. Each multiple subjertslentialed EC’s is responsible for specific grade
levels: K-2, 3-4, 5-6 and 7-8. The EC assignetthéospecific subject or grade levels is respoadin
knowing the Grade Level Standards for the subjegrade levels and identifying materials and
activities that address each Standard. Althougiost all of the textbooks that the school has abéel
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to parents is aligned with the Grade Level Starglas@ want to emphasize that it is vitally impottan
that student experience concrete activities to wihey can attach their “book learning”.

Although many parents find that the Grade Leveh&sads provide a welcome guide to their child’s
learning program, other parents find that it intsltheir freedom for following their child’s intests.

Our attitude is that we encourage parents to ws&tandards as a roadmap while allowing the legrnin
journey to unfold. Here is an example:

You notice that you're the math Standards for ychild who is in second grade list basic fractiogs a
one of the skills to be covered. While cutting lagpyou point out what a “half” is and maybe even
show you child what that would look like if written mathematical language (*2). While cooking
together, you point out the ¥2 cup measurementakdbout how that is different from one whole cup
or 1/3 cup. When working in the math book, yoatelback to the cooking experience, “remember
when we were measuring”... In other words, useSttamdards to highlight events in your child’s daily
life and plan activities that expose them to cotsepvered in the Standards. Be creative, havaifian
your child will fly through those STAR tests.

Concerns of Others

If you are new to homeschooling you will be surpdisit the number of people who will suddenly be
concerned about your decision to educate your i@ldt home. It's an especially difficult situatid

you are the parent of a child who is a late readé@n some other way takes their own unique pdihe
best advice for this is to surround yourself regulavith supportive people, talk about your coneern
with others in similar situations, and look to athevhose homeschooled children are grown and
successful. The longer | have worked with homeslgtbchildren, the more | believe that they come to
us as little seeds, each different from the r€xsir job is to provide fertile ground, water andifeze

them and watch each unique flower unfold. Wharst started homeschooling my own children, |
thought that the Homeschool Association’s slogas at a cute saying. Now | know it is based in
truth-

Trust the Children.

Grade Level Expectations

What if my child is above or below grade level mecor more subject aréafkelax, you have a normal
child! Every person has areas of strength andsamb@re the subject matter is more challengings Th
is what makes us unique individuals. Considergtosy from Chicken Soup for the Soul:

The Animal School

Once upon a time, the animals decided they musbdwething heroic to meet the
problems of “a new world.” So they organized acsith

They adopted a curriculum consisting of runningnbing, swimming and flying. To
make it easier to administer the curriculum, adl #mimals took all the subjects.

The duck was excellent in swimming, in fact bettem his instructor, but he made only
passing grades in flying and was very poor in ragniSince he was slow in running, he had to
stay after school and also drop swimming in ordesractice running. This was kept up until his
webbed feet were badly worn and he was only avarag@imming. But average was
acceptable in school, so nobody worried aboutakeépt the duck.

The rabbit started at the top of the class in nmignbut had a nervous breakdown because
of so much make-up work in swimming.



The squirrel was excellent in climbing until he dped frustration in the flying class
where his teacher had him start from the grounthsigad of from the treetop down. He also
developed a “Charlie horse” from overexertion amehtgot a C in climbing and a D in running.

The eagle was a problem child and was disciplimeely. In the climbing class he
beat all the others to the top of the tree, bustad on using his own way to get there.

At the end of the year, an abnormal eel that ceulisn exceedingly well, and also run,
climb and fly a little, had the highest average aad elected valedictorian.

The prairie dogs stayed out of school and foughtalx levy because the administration
would not add digging and burrowing to the curnicul They apprenticed their children to a
badger and later joined the groundhogs and gopbestairt a successful private school.

Does this fable have a moral?

Individualized Instruction

As far as curriculum is concerned, one of the athges of individualized education is that you can
address your child’arning needsot his/hegrade level If your student is “below grade level” in a
subject, teach them the concepts they need to.ldaon’t try to teach them at grade level. It vaiiily
frustrate them and you.earningdoesn’t happen when students are frustrated.

1.

Reviewtakes place when a student understands the cocmmmietely. A student must have some
practice and rehearsal to learn a concept. Howéyegoing over and over what they already know,
they only get review. This isn’t really learning.

This is why one-on-one education works so well.uon’t need a lot of review if your child
understands the idea or concept. You can tell wioefve reached this stage. It comes just after th
child gets all spelling words correct, gets allvaess in science correct, etc.- and it comes juiirbe
the phrase “I'm bored!” or “This is boring!”

Learning takes place when a student encounters an ideanoept that they can begin to understand
by using past experience, stored knowledge, oryndedeloped skills. Learning takes place in the
student and you sometimes don’t see it happent’siivly we have students perform things like
practice and rehearsal. These elements of leaghiag that the learning is understood and can be
applied. If the student does not get correct answepractice and rehearsal, learning did not take
place. When this occurs, it's time to back up aagdhe idea from a different approach.

We don’t learn something by doing it once. Mostisfneed to practice new ideas and concepts and
skills. Learning research says it takes 8 to h@aesals for most people to learn a new idea dr ski
Research shows that if you learn to do somethiagrrectly it will take many more rehearsals of the
correct learning to replace the incorrect learnifigat is why it is so difficult to change a habit.

Frustration happens when a student is not ready to learn acoaeept or idea because they do not
have the background knowledge or skills to atteimpio amount of rehearsals will help them learn
it. They are simply not ready. You'll have to kag and prepare them by giving them what they
are missing.

With both the standards and grade level expectti@member to look at them as a guide, not a

mandate. Each child is unique and that uniquemesds to be respected. We wouldn’t line up all
children in a grade level, measure their heightsad“You're the right height, you're too short, or
you’re too tall”. In the same respect we recognizd there is a wide variation in the growth of



children’s cognitive abilities. This becomes motes the younger the child. For instance, we know
that children learn to read sometime between tles affour and ten. Once they learn to read, it is
impossible to tell which child learned to readtfiré child can be forced to learn to read befagtshe
is developmentally ready. But often the resultoo€ing reading or mathematical concepts too ezaly
result in a child who never learns to find joy retsubject. Later is better, regardless of cugpepular
trends.

How Do | Teach the Curriculum?
How you teach is dependent upon at least two factor

1. How your child learns. Each child has strength$waaknesses with different styles of teaching.
Some learn beast from hands-on, some from listesmge learn from seeing or watching.
2. What you feel comfortable with.

Curriculum Planning

If your child is just becoming school age, youreeady been homeschooling since birth. You simply
will carry on the games and activities you havenb@@ng and pay close attention to those “teachable
moments”. Learning happens best when the coneeptsart of your child’s everyday life. Take
advantage of those counting opportunities in tbédrand vegetable section of the grocery storeadR
and enjoy books together. Model reading and vgitor your child. Go places together. Play lots of
games together. “School” at this age will loologlike life.

It is also important to note thgbu do not need to have all of the answerdNot knowing everything is
not a sign of weakness. You will be teaching ychild one of the most important lessons he/she can
learn when you model how an adult accesses infoomatvVhere do you go to get answers to questions?
Who do you call? Homeschooling can become a mgsyable journey when you become lifelong
learners together.

If your child has been in formal school, expect thay will go through a decompression period &y th
adjust to the idea of homeschooling. The besttwajart is little by little. Begin with one or tw
subjects a day, like reading and science. Getadaifle with these two subjects, and then thinkuabo
what you will add.

Over the next month or more, gradually bring yoliinge to as many subjects as you and your chiltl fee
comfortable. If you haven’t offered all subjecéas, consider teaching one or two one semestea and
different one or two the following semester. Yobtave lots of time to cover everything your chadl
learn this year. In fact, because you are teaahirggon-one, you’ll go well beyond what is normally
presented in a classroom setting. Remember ieyeu have questions about what you should be
teaching, ask your Education Coordinator.

Curriculum Planning: Three Popular Options

Here are three popular homeschool curriculum pbpbges used by homeschooling families. The first
is an open curriculum based on the student’s needeemes, eclectic materials, activities andguts.
The second is a version of a completely open ‘namiculum’ known as unschooling. And then there is
the more traditional approach, a curriculum basedahedules, textbooks, workbooks and tests, what
we call “school at home”.
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Open Curriculum

This curriculum approach is based on the philosdphtchildren are active learners- given the
opportunity to learn, they will learn. What a chivantsto learn about is very important in this
curriculum. Itis, in fact, the foundation of therriculum. This does not mean that the child wit
learn what is expected for his/her grade level.

This type of curriculum demands a flexible schedld a wide variety of resources. When used in
classrooms it is often presented in centers, atedigated to subjects (a math center, a languagerce
an art center, etc.) In each center, items, baakisworksheets are made available to students. The
contents of the centers are changed at regulavaitse Students spend some time in each center and
show that the time was spent productively throughmnals, oral reports, worksheets, or other coraglet
work.

When some homeschoolers use open- or studentledzldum neither the materials nor schedule are
planned. When the child wants to learn about gestithe parent provides opportunities, materials a
experiences to facilitate the learning. For ins&giif a child is interested in learning about kehe
parents will provide the child with books about tse@t all levels). The parent will guide the dhitto
learning where bears live and what they eat. Tiile cnay see movies that include bars. The child w
be encouraged to do art activities with a bear the/ zoo will be visited so that the child can bears
and compare them to other animals. The childpvdbably imitate bear walks and sounds. The child
may make a life size poster of a bear. The chég mrite to individuals and organizations for more
information on bears and laws which do or do notgmt them. And so on...

There are activities in every area of the currinouincluded above. Parents who choose this type of
curriculum can be accountable by keeping a journal list and samples of work. Your Education
Coordinator may use informal inventories to det@enif your child is attaining minimum objectives fo
ability, age or grade level.

Unschooling

The use of the term “unschooling” is credited tbhrdélolt, considered a leader in the “homeschooling
movement”. Holt's books that espouse his educatiphilosophy are widely read. His bimonthly
magazineGrowing Without Schoolinghe first publication for homeschooling familiésyery popular.
Because of this, there are many homeschooling iesnitho “label” themselves as unschoolers. It
would seem that one could look at how these famiiemeschool and give a definition of unschooling
but it doesn’t work like that. There are numerousrpretations of the unschooling philosophy.

To some, unschooling means no formally imposedlegrprocesses. It's the totally natural learrng
children in their environment. Children learn bgit own experiences. When children ask questions,
the questions are answered. If they seek furthewledge they are given opportunities to gain that
knowledge. If they can be given the opportunitgain knowledge through first-hand experienceis, it
best- better than reading about it in a book ochiag a documentary- but the most important asigect
to give the child the knowledge they seek. Thisdmot mean that the child is left on their own aatl
expected to do anything. It is vitally importahat there be significant adult mentors in the chilide.

The other side of this coin in this interpretatisthe most difficult for many “traditionally eduteal”
persons to grasp. If the child is not interested topic or a subject don’t force it on them. rEfiere, if
the child is not interested in learning to read goun’t worry about it. You continue to provide dézg
experiences and encouragement. It's the samemwth, science, social studies, art, etc. Alhefse
subjects seem to naturally be introduced to thiel ghidaily routine. The parents model reading,
mathematics, writing, etc. At some point in tirhe thild may suddenly say, “I'd like to: know how t
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read...know how to work with numbers...know how to @iietters...know all about stars...know how
to play baseball...know about different countriekliischoolers are betting that they will or that they
just won't need to.

Many families who consider themselves unschoolsuslly are a combination of unschooler and open
curriculum. These folks still feel the need taaatuce the child to experiences which may or may no
naturally occur in their environment. They maywanger to teach the child to read but they wigini/
them to read to become self-sufficient learnerseylwill probably introduce mathematics them give
the child opportunities to use math in real-lifpesences. When they teach the child to writeilitve
used for everyday tasks and meaningful writing-lraaik reports or creative stories. They will gato
lot of museums, galleries, shows, fairs, and ofiteéces and events that provide enrichment.

There are countless other versions of “unschool8dme who use textbooks part of the time or fa& on
or two subjects, some who use no textbooks, butttess forms of reference materials. Our charter
school supports parents in the freedom to makestblesices for their children (within the parametars
charter school law).

The Traditional Approach

Most parents just starting out in homeschoolingltenstick with what they know, that being the
traditional education similar to what they themsslexperienced as students.

They are familiar with the routine and the expeaattomes. If you plan on using this type of
curriculum here are some suggested proceduresdionipg your school year:

1. Get familiar with the Grade Level Objectives, texdks, teacher guides and additional materials
(workbooks, reinforcement activities, test).

2. You will have school for 175 days or 35 weeks.tdad of planning on a daily or monthly basis,
start on a much broader plan. One good way isdk &t monthly goals.

3. Make yourself a chart similar to the one on thetpage. Look at your calendar and under Month
#1 write in the dates for the first four completeeks of school. Under Month #2 write the dates for
the next four complete weeks, etc.

Note: because of holidays and breaks, you will hevieadge a little on a couple of months.

Subject | Aug.| Sept.] Oct.| Nov. Dec| Jan Feh. March phil | May

Language
Arts

Math

Social
Studies

Science

4. Look at theflavor of each month. For instance, the month of Octab®udes Columbus Day, an
ideal time to cover any material dealing with exptmn, navigation, etc. Late October to
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November is a good time to introduce material camog government and elections, or autumn and
deciduous trees, or migration of animals and irssestt.

5. Look at the seasons/weather for each month. Btanie, it is easier to teach about plants in the
early fall or late spring when there are lots @é alive. It is difficult to study weather whene
are having our normal sunshine. So study weath&amuary or February when there will probably
be rain and clouds.

6. Eliminate. Many students are already familiar vattme of the material in their textbooks. Some
books have several chapters of review materiakide@ewvhat material you do not need to cover.

7. Decide what material you do plan to study; the @isgaineedto cover and the areas yaantto
cover. If you want a rigid schedule, you shoulokldor planning charts in teacher editions that
show recommended time slots for lesson and chap#dvgays allow for some flexibility in your
planning.

8. Some material lends itself to easy planning. $pglfor instance, can be done a unit each week.
That'’s four units a month. You can go from thentrof the book to the back or you can skip around.
(Some people plan two units a week; that’'s notmeuended since to learn the brain needs to
rehearseor practice, usually eight to sixteen times. Tatans that spelling words should be
rehearsed in various ways, not rushed.)

9. USING A PENCIL, write in the chapters and units yman to cover each month. If there are 12
chapters in a book you can cover a chapter eveeg teeks. If there are 24 chapters in a book you
can cover a chapter every week and a half.

10.Using what you have written, make your lesson fdauthe first week. Here are tiR{JLES OF
THUMB for weekly lesson plans:

Math: 2 pages/day (with workbook, if more practice eeded)

English: One lesson/day (with workbook, if more practis@éeeded). A minimum of one writing
activity/week

Spelling: One unit/week with additional activities to priaetwords (such as sentence writing)

Science K- 6" : One topic/month. "7and &' grades: One lesson /day (with study guide to apply
knowledge)

Social Studies K-3" grades: One topic/month (use of literature bosketommended). "4~ g"
grades: One chapter every two weeks.

Remember these are suggestions, not rules. Bettergo more slowly and enjoy the material
rather than rushing through to get more done. Quaty, not quantity.

So What Works Best?

What works best is what works for you and yourathiMany parents use textbooks as a starting point
for learning and then follow their child’s natumaterests. Sometimes themes are based on literature
For instance, readinbhe Adventures of Tom Sawyeay lead to studying about Missouri, the
Mississippi River, floods, levies, caves, supdrsid, early medicine slavery, American historyhe t
mid-1800'’s, geography of the midwest, Samuel Clesye@rany number of related topics. You can see
that this topic can be used in the curriculum acgdanguage arts, social studies, science, anfirtee
arts.

Instead of stretching to make your themes fit eachiculum area, enjoy it in all the areas wherfést
easily and plan lessons from other sources (sutéx#isooks or life events that arise).
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An extensive study done in the early"a@ntury followed students that were matched fonaigraphic
characteristics (The Eight-Year Study). One grmag encouraged to follow their interests while the
second group received a traditional educationerAdight years the students in the two groups were
tested. The interest-led group scored better tiracontrol groups in all measures.

Every Subject, Every Day?

Life is not perfect. Even in public school classr@onot all subject areas are taught every daya As
charter school, we do not even require that yochteach subject each day. We do want the basics of
language arts, mathematics, science and sociaestuVe hope you will keep your children physigall
fit and introduce them to the fine arts.

Quite frankly, there are ways to cover all areahouit actuallyinstructingin them every day.
Remember the idea of centers? For instance, angeadnter is quite common, and we recommend it
for children who do ndike to read. In an area away from the televisionyio®several books and
magazines, a comfortable chair or big pillow, gtighting, maybe a tape recorder to read aloud or
listen to books-on-tape. If you have no problerthweaders, but can’t get your children to write,
maybe a writing center with some colorful statignar some plain paper bound in interesting book
covers is in order.

When you are teaching new concepts to your studteistenportant to present them one-on-one. When
you need your child to review or practice somethangenter is a good way to provide for this type o
learning.

Another way of instructing in all areas without Wimig in each subject is to alternate subjects. The
main idea is to provide the basic skills and tovmte a well-rounded education for your children.

As part of your Language Arts instruction, makeesitnat your child learns about the different styles
writing and has an opportunity to practice eacletyphe different genres are: autobiographical,
descriptive, narrative, informative, and persuasive

Remember your Education Coordinator is always amd to answer questions about your child’s
learning.
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